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ANNOUNCEMENT r      Each  week  this.  Station  presents  a  digest  of  farm  news 
prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  this  farm 
news  digest,  you  may  find  items  of  interest  and  value  to  you  —  perhaps 
some  of  immediate  use  to  you  on  your  own  farm. 


United  States  standards  of  slaughter  cattle  have  now  "been 
officially  established  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  These 
official  classes  and  grades,  including  standards  for  slaughter  cattle, 
vealers  and  slaughter  calves  and  veal  and  calf  carcasses,  are  part  of  the 
system  of  standardized  grades  for  livestock  and  dressed  meats,  used  by 
the  Department  in  its  wholesale  livestock  and  meat  market  reporting  service. 
Official  standards  for  grades  of  carcass  beef  were  made  effective  two  years 
ago,  and  have  been  in  use  ever  since  that  time. 


As  you  probably  know,  one  phase  of  the  Department's  livestock 
market  news  service  is  the  advance  estimates  of  livestock  market  receipts 
which  are  issued  each  day.     Some  of  our  friends  have  noted  that  the 
estimates  don't  always  match  the  actual  receipts.    Of  course  not.  Those 
estimates  merely  reflect  stockmen's  intentions  to  ship  for  the  next  day's 
market.    When  the  advance  estimate  show  that  there  are  likely  to  be' 
extra  heavy  receipts  at  certain  points,  shippers  often  have  a  chance  to 
divert  shipments  to  other  markets.     That  tends  to  promote  a  better  adjust- 
ment of  supply  to  demand,"  and  means  money  to  shippers.    No,  the  real 
test  of  the  value  of  advance  estimates  is  not  how  near  they  agree  with  the 
deliveries  made  later,  but  the  extent  of  their  good  effect  in  evening  up 
the  distribution  of  livestock  and  avoiding  local  gluts  and  shortages. 


Speaking  of  classes  of  livestock,  however,  hog  raisers  should 
realize  that  mange  mites  are  a  serious  liability  to  them.    Mangy  hogs  sell 
at  a  discount.     They  cause  pork  products  to  be  classified  into  lower  grades 
of  less  value.     Losses  due  to  mange  mites  happen  all  through  the  year.  The 
losses  are  jigger  in  winter  when  dipping  is  harder.     In  view  of  the  better 
prices  paid  for  mange-free  hogs,  averaging  about  $2.50  a  head  over  mangy-hogs, 
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the  slight  cost  of  labor  and  material 
repaid  many  times.  Farmers'  Bulletin 
mange  mites. 


for  dipping  the  average  herd  is 

1085  tells  how  to  prevent  and  control 


We've  often  wondered  why  some  bright  chemist  didn't  find  some 
use  for  all  the  straw  and  corn  cobs  that  go  to  waste  on  farms  in  this 
country.    Now,  Dr.  Knight,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  says  the 
chemists  can  make  a  number  of  things  from  straw  and  corn  cobs.    As  a  practi- 
cal matter,  however,  it  is  a  question  of  comparative  values.     Supply  and 
demand  cut  a  big  figure,  too.    For  instance,  the  chemists  found  out  they 
could  make  furfural  from  corn  cobs.    Uses  have  been  found  for  furfural,  but 
the  demand  for  furfural  would  have  about  the  same  effect  on  reducing  the 
supply  of  corn  cobs  as  the  drawing  of  a  bucket  of  water  from  Lake  Michigan 
would  have  upon  lowering  the  surface  of  the  lake.    Then  there  is  another 
thing.    When  the  chemists  help  one  class  of  farmers  use  their  farm  products 
to  better  advantage  he  often  hurts  farmers  somewhere  eise.    For  instance, 
production  of  rayon  from  cornstalks  diminishes  the  demand  for  cotton,  while 
preparation  of  citric  acid  from  sugar  cane  hurts  the  lemon  grower  and  helps 
the  sugar  beet  grower. 


By  more  careful  use  of  the  trees  which  are  cut  in  this  country 
we  can  cut  seven  or  eight  billion"  board  feet  less,  without  cutting  down  the 
present  rate  of  consumption.    Adequate  fire  protection  will  also  add 
greatly  to  the  producing  capacity  of  the  forests.    But  that  is  not  enough. 
Forest  Service  experts  declare  that  it  is  immediately  urgent  that  full 
timber  crops  be  grown  wherever  cut-over  land  is  available  for  that  purpose. 
We  must  grow  timber  because  nature  unaided  will  not  grow  it  for  us  in  big 
enough  quantities  to  supply  our  needs.    We  can't  make  up  the  deficiency  in 
our  supplies  from  sources  outside  our  country.     It  is  up  to  us  to  raise 
more  timber.    The  question  of  "Why  Grow  Timber?"  is  answered  in  Miscellan- 
eous Publication  Ho.  26. 


To  make  the  situation  worse,  the  larch  canker,  a  newly  imported  tree 
bark  disease  lurking  in  a  small  area  in  eastern  Massachusetts,  now  threat- 
ens to  spread  through  northern  New  England  and  Canada  to  the  Douglas  fir 
and  western  yellow  pine  of  the  Pacific  coast.    It  may  cost  this  continent 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars.     If  this  spread  is  stopped  it  must  be  stop- 
ped soon,  as  the  various  kinds  of  larches  this  canker  favors  are  found 
widely  distributed  all  the  way  across  the  continent,  and  it  is  also  attack- 
ing Douglas  fir  and  western  yellow  pine.     H  girdles  and  kills  young  trees 
and  spoils  older  trees  for  timber. 


This  fight  to  keep  out  foreign  plant  pests  and  diseases  is  a  big 
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one.    Apple,  pear,  quince,  and  mazzard  cherry  stocks  will  be  excluded 
from  this  country  after  July  1,  1930,  in  order  to  reduce  the  danger  of  new 
plant  pests  getting  in  on  these  trees.     In  spite  of  inspection  in  the 
country  of  their  origin  and  reinspection  which  it  has  been  possible  to 
make  here  through  the  cooperation  of  State  inspectors,  the  numbers  of  new 
and  dangerous  pests  which  are  coming  in  with  these  stocks  have  fully  demon- 
strated the  undesirability  of  continuing  such  importations,  now  that  there 
are  enough  of  these  stocks  in  this  country  to  supply  our  needs. 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Act' prohibits  the  use  of  artificial  color  when 
such  color  conceals  inferiority.    Cottage  cheese  used  to  be  made  altogether 
of  skim  milk.    >Jow  it  is  made  extensively  both  with  and  without  cream. 
Some  folks  have  added  artificial  color.    That  creates  the  impression  that 
all  the  color  of  the  product  is  due  entirely  to  cream.     In  other  words,  it 
deceives  and  misleads  the  purchaser  by  concealing  the  inferiority  of  the 
product.     That's  against  the  law.    Anybody  who  does  that  is  subject  to 
prosecution. 


One  seventh  of  the  commercial  crop  of  cabbage  is  used- in  making 
sauerkraut.     In  one  year's  time,  about  250,000  tons  of  cabbage  valued  at 
4>2,500,000  was  made  into  sauerkraut  in  this  country-    But  that  much 
cabbage  made  at  least  400,000  45  gallon  barrels  of  sauerkraut  which  was 
cold  for  more  than  $3,500,000. 


More  farmers  than  ever  before  are  taking  part  in  cooperative 
marketing  and  cooperative  buying.     C00peratisn  has  grown  better  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  than  in  others,  however.     The  Pacific  Coast  States 
have  about  the  same  proportion  of  the  country's  entire  cooperative  member- 
ship as  they  had  three  years  ago.    The  Southern  States  now  have  less  than  12 
per  cent  of  the  total  membership  of  the  country  whereas  three  years  ago  they 
had  30 -per  cent  of  the  membership.     At  that  time,  the  12  North  Central 
States  had  53  per  cent  of  the  total  membership  of  the  country.     Now  they  have 
70  per  cent.. 


Agricultural  research  agencies  are  giving  closer  study  to  the 
damage  caused  by  weeds.     Weed  study,  formerly  looked  upon  as  a  minor 
activity  by  many  experiment  stations,  has  now  in  many  cases  become  one  of 
the  chief  subjects  of  investigation.    Even  the  most  conservative  estimates 
show  the  losses  due  to  weeds  to  be  enormous,     Weeds  reduce  yields.  Weeds 
restrict  the  tillable  acreage.    Weeds  damage  the  crop.    Weeds  deplete  the 
soil  of  moisture  and  fertility.     Weeds  depreciate  the  quality  of  the  product, 
harbor  ineects  and  parasitic  fungi,  increase  the  cost  of  cultivation, 
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stop  drains,   irrigation  ditches,  and  canals,  reduce  the  value  of  wool  and 
hides,  and  poison  livestock.     In  short,  weeds  increase  the  cost  of  product- 
ion, lower  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  product,  and  so  cut  down  the  farm- 
ers' profits. 


The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  announced  that 
applications  for  the  positions  of  Associate  Agronomist  in  corn  diseases  and 
Associate  Agronomist  in  irrigation,  at  $3,200  to  $3,700  a  year  each,  must 
he  on  file  with  the  commission  not  later  than  August  15. 

The  applications  for  the  position  as  Scientific  Aide  in  Weatern 
Irrigation  Agriculture,  at  $1,800  to  $2,000  a  year,  must  be  on  file  not  later 
than  August  21. 

Applications  for  the  position  of  Associate  Physiologist  in  Poultry 
at  $3,200  to  $3,700  a  year,  must  be  in  not  later  than  August  22,  and  for  the 
position  of  Associate  Pomologist  in  nut  investigations  at  $3,200  to  $3,700 
a  year,  must  be  in  not  later  than  August  29. 

Applications  for  positions  as  Senior  and  Junior  High  School  Teachers 
in  dry  land  farming  and  irrigation  Agriculture  at  $2,300  and  $2,000  a  year 
must  be  on  file  not  later  than  Sept.  4.     lull  particulars  about  these 
positions  can  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  Civil  Service  commission- 


AMOUNCEMEM'-      P0r  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  want  the  publications 
mentioned  in  this  new*s  digest,  we  will  repeat  the  numbers:     The  bulletin 
on  the  control  and  prevention  of  mange  mites  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No, 
1085.     "why  Grow  Timber"  is  Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  26.    There  is 
also  that  "Calendar  of  Livestock  Parasites"  we  mentioned  last  time  which 
is  Miscellaneous  Publication  No. 25.    These  pub 1 i cat i cms  may  be  obtained 
through  this  Station  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture.     The  Department  is  paid  for  by  the  people  of  the  country 
to  serve  the  people  of  the  country.    All  it  contains  and  all  it  has 
discovered  is  there  for  you.     USE  IT. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT :    Each  week  this  Station  presents  a  digest  of  farm  news 
prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  this  farm 
news  digest,  you  may  find  items  of  interest.    Perhaps  some  of  those 
interesting  items,  may  be  valuable  to  you.    They  may  give  you  hints  which 
you  can  use  on  your  own  farm  at  this  time, 
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Just  as  expected,  there  are  fewer  chickens  on  farms  this  year 
than  there  were  last.    The  North  Central  States,  which  raise  more  than 
half  of  all  the  farm  chickens  raised  in  the  United  States,  have  about 
7  per  cent  fewer  this  year  than  they  had  in  1927.    The  Northeastern 
States  and  the  Southern  States  show  an  even  bigger  reduction.     In  the 
Northeast  the  reduction  amounts  to  12  per  cent.     In  the  South,  the 
induction  amounts  to  about  14  per  cent.     In  the  West,  the  reduction  only 
amounts  to  about  5  per  cent.    Taken  all  in  all,  there  are  about  10  per  cent 
fewer  chickens  this  year  than  about  this  time  last  year.    The  cost 
of  poultry  feed  compared  to  egg  and  chicken  prices  is  held  responsible  for 
the  cut  in  production.  • 


A  stream  running  through  a  hog  lot  is  a  valuable  source  of 
water  supply.     It  is  also  a  dangerous  source  of  cholera  infection.  Hogs 
kept  in  lots  or  pastures  with  streams  running  through  them  should  be 
immunized  by  the  simultaneous  inoculation  with  ant i -hog-cholera  serum  and 
hog-cholera  virus.    There  is  no  breed  of  hogs  immune  from  cholera.  During 
the  last  forty  years,  hog  cholera  has  cost  the  farmers  of  this  country  not 
less  than  thirty  million  dollars  a  year;  on  the  average.     In  fact,  it  is 
a  good  idea  to  immunize  suckling  pigs.     It  saves  money.    By  giving  the 
treatment  early,  less  serum  is  needed,  and  the  pigs  are  protected  sooner. 
Successful  i;nmunization  of  suckling  pigs  doesn't  necessite  cutting -down 
on  the  feed.    For  that  reason, the  experts  say,  it  is  possible  that  by 
treating  suckling  pigs  to  prevent  hog  cholera,  farmers  will  be  able  to 
market  their  pigs  somewhat  earlier.    There  will  be  no  check  in  fattening 
as  in  the  case  of  immunization  after  weaning.    But  this  is  just  one  of 
the  many  important  pointers  in  the  new  Farmers'  Bulletin  834-F  on  "Hog 
Cholera. » 
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Speaking  of  preventing  losses,  however  —  the  cotton  farmers 

of  Hew  Mexico  may  "be  interested  in  the  spinning  tests  on  Acala  cotton. 
About  50  per  cent  of  the  cotton  grown  in  New  Mexico  has  heretofore  "been 
termed  soft.     As  soft  cotton  it  has  been  penalized  in  price  on  the 
assumption  that  it  produces  a  weak  yarn  of  poor  spinning  quality.  Now 
that  question  of  spinning  quality  has  "been  put  to  the  test.     The  tests 
seem  to  show  that  the  New  Mexico  cotton  has  about  the  same  strength  and 
spinning  qualities  as  other  yarns  from  similar  grades  and  staples  grown 
in  other  sections  of  the  Cotton  Belt.     That  may  lead  to  Acala  cotton 
getting  better  treatment  in  the  market. 


Another  recent  test  may  interest  timber  growers  as  well  as 
paper  users.     The  Forest  Service  has  "been  testing  certain  hardwoods  from 
New  Zealand,  to  see  if  those  woods  could  be  used  for  printpaper  making. 
The  experts  have  deveropod^a  process  which  makes :  these ■ihgrdwdds 
usaMex  for  printpaper.    Now  the  point  is,  we  have  similar  species  of 
wood.     The  development  of  a  successful  process  for  manufacturing  newsprint 
from  New  Zealand  opens  up  possibilities  in  the  use  of  American  hardwoods 
which  have  been  heretofore  unused  as  sources  of  printpaper.     The  spruce 
and  hemlock  now  used  for  newsprint  in  this  country  are  nearing  depletion. 


Changes  in  the  white  pine  blister  rust  situation  during  the 
past  two  years  have  brought  about  a  revision  of  the  quarantine  regulations 
against  the  shipment  of  five-leafed  pine  trees  and  against  currant  and 
gooseberry  plants,  which  play  such  an  important  part  in  spreading  the 
blister  rust.     In  the  revised  regulations,  effective  August  15,  provision 
is  made  for  the  interstate  movement  under  permit  of  five-leafed  pines  from 
the  generally  rust  infected  areas  consisting  of  the  New  England  States, 
New  York,  and  Washington,  into  the  more  lightly  infected  States  east  of 
the  Mississippi  Valley  quarantine  line  and  also  from  Washington  into  Oregon 
and  Idaho,  when  they  have  been  raised  in  a  nursery  free  from  currant  and 
gooseberry  plants  and  with  a  free  zone  around  the  premises.  The 
prohibition  against  the  movement  from  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  to  Michigan, 
Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey  is  removed,  and  the  interstate  shipment  of 
cultivated  red  and  white  and  mountain  currant  and  cultivated  gooseberry 
plants  from  infected  states  without  a  Federal  permit  and  without  environs 
inspection  is  authorized,  provided  they  have  been  dipped  in  lime-sulphur 
solution  of  specified  strength,  maintain  the  required  condition  as  to 
dormancy  and  defoliation,  and  are  shipped  within  the  prescribed  period. 


Farmers  must  fight  diseases  in  both  plants  and  animals.  This  is 
the  time  to  look  for  signs  of  liver  flukes  in  sheep  and  calves,  to  dip 
sheep  to  kill  ticks,  and  to  control  fleas  in  household  pets.  Southern 
cattle  may  show  ox  warbles  in  the  back  at  this  season  of  the  year.  If 
you  have  any  areas  of  your  farm,  especially  low,  wet  places,  and  also 
have  had  lungworm  disease,  fluke  disease,  or  similar  troubles  in  live- 
stock on  that  area,  keep  your  animals  off  that  land  for  a  year  or  two,  if 
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possible.  If  you  must  use  such  lands;  use  them  for  mature  animals  of  a 
different  species.  Keep  your  young  stock  away  from  such  places,  These 
and  many  other  timely  suggestions  are  contained  in  "A  Calendar  of  Live- 
stock Parasites"  which  is  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Miscellaneous 
Publication  No.  25-M. 


The  further  we  go,  the  more  important  becomes  the  fight  against 
parasites,     As  we  change  from  open  range  to  farm  conditions,  the  parasites 
get  a  better  chance  to  thrive  and  increase.     On  the  broad,  open  range, 
peats  had  a  long  and  hazardous  way  to  go  from  one  animal  to  another,  but 
as  animals  are  crowded  on  farms  many  animals  are  conveniently  near  for  the 
parasite  attack.     What  happened,  and  what  is  happening  to-day  is  that  in  the 
absence  of  control  measures  our  livestock  succumb  in  large  numbers,  lose 
enormously  in  wasted  production  from  unthrif tiness ,  and  we  farmers  and 
stockmen  lose  money  as  a  result. 


But  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  soil  are  not  our  enemies.  Take 
some  of  the  soil  bacteria  for  instance  which  ivork  in  the  roots  of  legumes. 
There  are  seven  groups  of  bacteria  which  inoculate  most  legumes.     When  to 
inoculate  the  soil  and  when  to  depend  on  the  bacteria  already  in  it  has, 
however,  puzzled  many  a  farmer.     Soils  in  many  sections  have  plenty  of 
bacteria  for  some  of  the  legumes.    But  the  trouble  is  those  bacteria  are 
not  always  suited  for  inoculation  of  other  legumes.     The  soy  bean,  for 
instance,  is  associated  with  bacteria  not  related  to  any  of  the  commonly 
known  strains.     This  fact,  and  the  fact  that  soy  beans  have  been  grown  in 
this  country  only  a  comparatively  few  years  shows  why  it  is  necessary  to 
inoculate  artifically  where  soy  beans  are  grown  for  the  first  time.  Wow 
if  a  crop  rotation  is  planned  a  year  ahead  and  you  want  to  use  a  legume 
you  haven't  grown  before,  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  make  a  test  planting 
to  see  whether  the  soil  contains  the  bacteria  necessary  for  the  crop.  If 
the  bacteria  are  there  the  nodules  will  appear  on  the  roots  of  the  plants 
in  the  test  plot . 


Experiments  have  shown  that  100  pounds  of  sand  can  hold  only  25 
pounds  of  water.    100  pounds  of  clay  soil  can  hold  only  50  pounds  of  water. 
But  100  pounds  of  decaying  orgaa  ic  matter  may  hold  as  much  as  190  pounds  of 
water.     That  shows  the  value  of  humus  or  decomposing  organic  matter  in  the 
soil.    As  a  rule,  the  greater  the  proportion  of  organic  matter  contained  in 
the  soil  the  greater  its  water-absorbing  capacity  and  the  greater  reserves 
of  moisture  it  will  hold  for  resistance  to  droughty  and  hot  weather. 


Speaking  of  water  and  soil,  the  amount  of  soil,  and  rich  top-soil 
at  that,  that  is  washed  away  is  tremendous.    Prom  a  field  of  less  than 
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possible.  If  you  must  use  such  lands,  use  then  for  mature  animals  of  a 
different  species.  Keep  your  young  stock  away  from  such  places,  These 
and  many  other  timely  suggestions  are  contained  in  "A  Calendar  of  Live- 
stock Parasites"  which  is  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Miscellaneous 
Publication  No.  25-M. 


The  further  we  go,  the  more  important  becomes  the  fight  against 
parasites,    As  we  chanfee  from  open  range  to  farm  conditions,  the  parasites 
get  a  better  chance  to  thrive  and  increase.     On  the  broad,  open  range, 
peats  had  a  long  and  hazardous  way  to  go  from  one  animal  to  another,  but 
as  animals  are  crowded  on  farms  many  animals  are  conveniently  near  for  the 
parasite  attack.     What  happened,  and  what  is  happening  to-day  is  that  in  the 
absence  of  control  measures  our  livestock  succumb  in  large  numbers,  lose 
enormously  in  wasted  production  from  unthrif tiness ,  and  we  farmers  and 
stockmen  lose  money  as  a  result, 


But  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  soil  are  not  our  enemies.  Take 
some  of  the  soil  bacteria  for  instance  which  work  in  the  roots  of  legumes. 
There  are  seven  groups  of  bacteria  which  inoculate  most  legumes.     When  to 
inoculate  the  soil  and  when  to  depend  on  the  bacteria  already  in  it  has, 
however ,  puzzled  many  a  farmer.     Soils  in  many  sections  have  plenty  of 
bacteria  for  some  of  the  legumes.    But  the  trouble  is  those  bacteria  are 
not  always  suited  for  inoculation  of  other  legumes.     The  soy  bean,  for 
instance,  is  associated  with  bacteria  not  related  to  any  of  the  commonly 
known  strains.     This  fact,  and  the  fact  that  soy  beans  have  been  grown  in 
this  country  only  a  comparatively  few  years  shows  why  it  is  necessary  to 
inoculate  artifically  where  soy  beans  are  grown  for  the  first  time,  Now 
if  a  crop  rotation  is  planned  a  year  ahead  and  you  want  to  use  a  legume 
you  haven't  grown  before,  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  make  a  test  planting 
to  see  whether  the  soil  contains  the  bacteria  necessary  for  the  crop.  If 
the  bacteria  are  there  the  nodules  will  appear  on  the  roots  of  the  plants 
in  the  test  plot . 


Experiments  hav#  shown. that  100  pounds  of  sand  can  hold  only  25 
pounds  of  water,    IOC  pounds  of  clay  soil  can  hold  only  50  pounds  of  water. 
But  100  pounds  of  decaying  orgen  ic  matter  may  hold  as  much  as  190  pounds  of 
water.    That  shows  the  value  of  humus  or  decomposing  organic  matter  in  the 
soil.    As  a  rule,  the  greater  the  proportion  of  organic  matter  contained  in 
the  soil  the  greater  its  water-absorbing  capacity  and  the  greater  reserves 
of  moisture  it  will  hold  for  resistance  to  droughty  and  hot  weather. 


Speaking  of  water  and  soil,  the  amount  of  soil,  and  rich  top-soil 
at  that,  that  is  washed  away  is  tremendous,     From  a  field  of  less  than 
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four  per  cent  slope  in  Missouri,  it  has  been  estimated  that  with  the 
land  tilled  4  inches  deep  J  the  erosion  would  remove  a  7-inch  laj^er  of 
soil  from  the  entire  field  iri  24  years  time  I     To  take  off  that  much  from 
a  grass  covered  field  of  the  same  plo$®  and  soil  type,  it  would  take 
3,547  years.    That  gives  you  gome  hint  of  the  value  of  cover  in  saving 
soil  and  valuable  plant  food. 


In  well-established  irrigated  sections,  the  common  practice  on  new 
land  is  to  grow  one  or  two  crops  of  small  grain.    Flooding  generally  gives 
better  results  than  other  methods  of  irrigation  of  grain  and  when  the 
grain  is  harvested,  the  water  marks  are  valuable  guides  in  leveling  the 
field  in  preparation  for  more  valuable  and  permanent  crops,  such  as 
alfalfa.    However,  flooding  and  the  other  methods  are  all  treated  in 
Farmers  bulletin  No.  1556-F  on  "Irrigation  of  Small  Grain" 

ANNOUNCEMENT :     Did  you  get  that  bulletin  number?     "Irrigation  of  Small 
Grain"  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1556-F.    The  Hog  Cholera  bulletin  is  Farmers1 
Bulletin  No.  834-F.    And  that  Calendar  of  Livestock  parasites"  is 
Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  25-M.    Any  or  all  of  these  publications  can 
be  obtained  through  this  Station  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,    The  United  States  Department  of  Agrier.it 
culture  is  paid  for  by  the  people  of  the  country  to  serve  the  people  of 
the  country.    An  it  contains  and  all  it  has  discovered  is  there  for  you. 
USE  IT. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT :      Each  week  this  Station  presents  a  digest  of  farm  news 
prepared  for  our  listeners  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
To-day's  digest  contains  items  of  interest  and  immediate  practical  value, 
They  may  give  you  hints  which  you  can  use  on  your  own  farm  at  this  time. 


Sheep  raising  in  the  United  States  has  "been  increasing  fast.  But 
sheep  farmers  should  be  very  careful.    They  may  expand  the  business  too  fast. 
However,  the  prospects  for  the  immediate  future  seem  pretty  fair.  During 
the  next  nine  months,  there  is  likely  to  be  some  improvement  in  consumer 
demand  for  lamb  to  eat.     There  is  likely  to  be  increased  marketing  and 
slaughter  of  lambs.    Not  only  that,  but  the  world  demand  for  wool  also 
seems  likely  to  be  as  good,  or  better,  than  it  has  been  during  the  past 
year.    But,  sheep  farmers  shouldn't  let  the  situation  fool  them  into 
increasing  the  size  of  their  flocks  too  much,   says  the  U.  S.  Dex^artment  of 
Agriculture  mid- summer  sheep  and  wool  outlook  report. 


And  here's  a  caution  for  wheat  growers  in  the  Corn  Belt,  whose 
wheat  winterkilled  last  season.    Faced  with  providing  yourself  with  seed 
wheat,  be  sure  you  buy  wheat  and  not  weeds.    Of  course,  some  can  get  seed 
from  neighboring  farms.    But  others  may  have  to  bring  in  seed  from  greater 
distances.    Be  sure  the  seed  wheat  is  free  from  weed  seed.    Garlic,  cockle, 
and  cheat  or  chess  are  widely  prevalent-    in  many  wheat-growing  areas.  Once 
they  get  on  the  farm,  they  are  hard  to  get  rid  of,    A  little  care  in  preventing 
the  introduction  of  bad  weeds  in  seed  wheat  may  save  a  lot  of  trouble, 


Most  of  us  these  days  don't  know  much  about  preserving  the  big  surplus 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  produced  by  small  home  gardens  and  orchards.  Folks 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  know.    Fact  is,  the  old  folks  in  this  country 
used  to  know.    They  realized  better  than  we  do  that  drying  offers  a  simple, 
convenient,  and  economical  way  of  preserving  a  good  many  vegetables  and  fruits. 
By  drying,  you  can  carry  over  the  surplus  into  the  time  of  the  year  when  fresh 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  scarce  and  expensive.     Success  in  drying  depends 
on  a  few  fundamental  principles.    Those  principles  are  given  in  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  684-F  on  "Farm  and  Home  Drying  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables." 


The  report  on  tuberculosis  eradication  in  cattle  for  the  year 
ending  the  first  of  last  month  has  now  been  compiled.     It  shows  progress  — 
real  progress  in  the  fight  against  T-B,  has  been  made  in  more  than  one  third 
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of  all  the  counties  of  the  United  States,     During  the  year  more  than  ten  million 
eight  hundred  thousand  head  of  cattle  were  given  the  tuberculin  test.     That  is 
over  a  million  more  than  the  largest  previous  annual  record.     More  than  one-third 
of  all  the  cattle  in  the  country  are  now  under  State  and  Federal  supervision 
for  eradication  of  tuberculosis. 


The  McLean  county  system  of  swine  sanitation,  developed  by  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,   is  also  continuing  to  spread  and  show 
results.     The  swine  sanitation  system  was  developed  in  McLean  County,  Illinois. 
It  gradually  spread,  first  throughout  Illinois ./ then  throughout  the  Middle 
West.    No*  it  is  extending  to  other  sections,     It  is  being  adapted  to  southern 
conditions  by  experimental  tests  in  Colquitt  County,  Georgia,    And  now  it  has 
even  begun  to  spread  beyond  the  borders  of  the  United  States,     Recently,  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  of  Haiti  asked  permission  to  translate  into  French 
for  Haitian  farmers  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture's  leaflet  de- 
scribing this  system  of  saving  pigs,     The  Leaflet  is  Leaflet  No.  5-L  on  "Pre- 
vention of  Round-worms  in  Pigs," 


A  new  national  forest,  called  the  Huron  National  Forest,  has  recently 
been  created  in  Michigan,    This  new  national  forest  lies  in  a  region  which  at 
one  time  was  heavily  forested.    Now,  however,  the  formerly  forested  areas 
have  been  largely  denuded.    The  commercial  timber  has  been  largely  cut  off  and 
the  lands  have  been  burned  over  repeatedly.     In  order  to  restore  these  lands 
to  their  former  productive  conditions,  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  has  resorted 
to  planting. 


Speaking  of  saving  timber  crops,  the  white  pine  blister  rust  now 
menaces  our  five  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars  worth  of  white  pine,  The 
blister  rust  lives  alternately  on  white  pine  and  on  currant  and  gooseberry 
bushes.    During  part  of  its  life,  it  must  have  those  nurse  plants.     It  spreads 
from  them  to  the  pines,  and  from  the  pines  back  to  the  bushes.    Black  currant 
bushes  are  most  susceptible  to  the  infection.     Instances  are  known  in  which  a 
black  currant  contracted  the  infection  110  miles  from  the  nearest  blister  rusted 
tree.     Fines  within  a  mile  of  such  bushes  are  reinfected.    Well,  all  the  black 
currants  in  the  country  are  not  worth  one  six  hundredth  part  of  the  value 
of  our  white  pines.    We  can  well  afford  to  destroy  one  cent  if  by  doing  so  we 
can  save  six  dollars.     Those  cultivated  black  currant  bushes  must  go!  They 
are  a  public  nuisance'. 


Stinking  smut  of  wheat  causes  millions  of  dollars'  loss  each  year  in 
reduced  yields  and  in  discounts  at  the  market.    Much  of  that  loss  can  be  pre- 
vented.    Treating  the  seed  with  copper-carbonate  dust  will  prevent  it. 
Miscellaneous  Circular  No,  103-M  tells  the  kind  and  amount  of  copper  carbonate 
to  use  and  shows  how  to  make  a  mixer  out  of  an  oil-drum  or  a  barrel. 
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And  while  we  are  on  the  subject  of  wheat,  we  might  mention  that  there 
are  24  distinct  varieties  of  hard  red  spring  wheat  commercially  grown  in  the 
United  States.     In  general,  the  Marquis  is  the  most  widely  adapted  variety 
of  hard  red  spring  wheat,  although  in  North  Dakota  the  Kota  has  outyielded 
the  Marquis  in  seasons  when  rust  is  prevalent.     But  these  and  all  the  other 
varieties  are  discussed  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1281-F  on  "The  Hard  Red  Spring 
7/heats.n 


Sugar  cane  growing  in  Louisiana  has  "been  on  an  unprofitable  basis  for 
a  number  of  years.     That  has  been  partly  due  to  the  destructive  mosaic  disease 
of  sugar  cane,  which  has  caused  heavy  crop  losses.    Arrows  of  the  headhunters 
of  the  jungles  of  Hew  Guinea,  however,  may  aid  in  the  rescue  of  the  American 
cane  sugar  growers.    The  arrow  shafts  used  by  these  far  away  savages  in  the 
tribal  warfare  are  made  from  sugar  cane.    That  sugar  cane  is  a  different 
variety  from  those  grown  in  this  country.     It  may  prove  resistant  to  the  mosaic 
disease  or  of  use  in  developing  resistant  varieties  in  this  country.  Anyway, 
New  Guinea  is  thought  to  be  the  original  home  of  sugar  cane  .    Recently,  a  plant 
hunter  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  jumped  into  the  jungle 
of  New  Guinea  by  hydroplane  in  search  of  mosaic-resistant  varieties.    He  has 
already  found  fourteen  varieties,  including  those  used  by  the  native  headhunters 
for  arrowshafts.    These  he  is  bringing  back  to  this  country  for  experimental 
planting* 


Lately  a  new  disease,  the  frog-eye  leaf  spot  of  soybeans,  has  become 
widespread  in  the  South.    This  frog-eye  leaf  spot  is  potentially  capable  of 
causing  great  reduction  in  the  yield  of  soybean  seed  and  the  quality  of  soybean 
hay,    A  recent  study  points  out  that  the  best-known  ways  of  controlling  this  new 
disease  are  by  plowing  under  leaves  and  stems  on  which  the  fungus  which  causes 
the  disease  may  overwinter;  by  a  rotation  of  two  or  more  years;  and,  last  but 
not  least,  by  the  use  of  earlier  and  more  resistant  kinds  of  soy  beans  in  place 
of  late-maturing  and  more  susceptible  varieties. 


But  while  we  are  pointing  out  how  to  protect  and  cultivate  farm  plants, 

we  shouldn't  forget  that  highly  important  farm  crop           the  farm  boys  and  girls, 

men  and  women.     Twenty-seven  million  farm  people  in  this  country  are  inquiring 
and  eager  for  new  knowledge,  and  the  rural  public  library  is  one  means  of  furnish 
ing  that  knowledge.     In  a  new  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1559-F  called  "Rural 
Libraries"  the  types  of  farm  library  service  are  discussed.    The  bulletin  also 
tells  how  libraries  are  started. 

ANNQmiCEi.iENT :    That  Bulletin  on  "Rural  Libraries"  is  farmers  Bulletin  No.  1559-F. 
The  one  on  "The  Hard  Red  Spring  V/heats"  is  Farmers  Bulletin  No.  128 1-F.  The 
"Copper  Carbonate  Seed  Treatment  for  Stinking  Smut  of  Wheat" . is  Miscellaneous 
Circular  No.  108.     "The  Farm  and  Home  Drying  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables"  is 
Farmers  Bulletin  No,  684-F,     You  can  get  any  or  all  of  these  bulletins  either 
through  this  Station  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture. 
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ANKOUNCEMEITT :     Each  week  this  Station  presents  a  digest  of  farm  news 
prepared  for  our  listeners  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Today's  digest  contains  many  interesting  items  of  immediate  practical 
value.     It  may  give  you  several  hints  which  may  prove  useful  on  your 
farm. 


** * * ****** * 


Why  paint  sometimes  peels  off  barns  and  farm  houses,   is  a  problem 
which  is  being  tackled  by  the  .Forest  Products  Laboratory  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.     It  seems  that  paint  doesn't  really  stick  to  wood,  it  just 
hangs  on  by  getting  a  mechanical  grip  in  tiny  openings  in  the  surface  of  the 
wood*    When  there  are  plenty  of  openings  the  paint    hangs  on,  but  where 
openings  are  too  few  or  too  little,  as  in  very  dense  wood,  the  paint  doesn't 
hang  on  so  well.     What  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory  is  trying  to  do  is  to 
find  how  to  make  paint  hang  on  better. 


The  Department  is  also  working  to  develop  standard  grades  for  hides 
and  skins.    That  should  be  a  big  help  to  farmers  who  know  how  to  take  off.  a 
hide  and  cure  and  pack  it.    At  present,  many  are  penalized  on  account  of  the 
other  fellow's  careless  cutting.    Then  too,  one  inspector  may  call  a  hide 
or  skin  No.  2.  grade,  vh  ile  another  inspector  may  call  it  No.  1  grade.  In 
a  satisfactory  set  of  grade  standards  that  wouldn't  be  the  case.    Each  grade 
would  be  sharply  defined.    Every  factor  which  has  an  important  bearing  on 
the  value  of  the  hide  or  skin  would  be  included,    A  grade  name  would  stand 
for  a  very  definite  thing;  and  for  the  same  thing  at  all  times,  places,  and 
under  all  circumstances,    With  both  parties  to  a  transaction  understanding 
and  agreeing  in  advance  to  accept  the  official  grade  standards  many  contro- 
versies now  common  in  the  hide  and  skin  industry  would  be  avoided.  Such 
grades  would  cut  out  confusion  and  loss.    Because  millions  of  foreign  hides 
and  skins  are  imported  every  year,  the  development  of  standard  grades  will 
be  expanded  to  ultimately  include  imported  as  well  as  domestic  hides. 


Representatives  of  wool  growers  and  consumers  of  the  United  States, 
England,  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Czecho- Slovakia  recently  held  a 
conference  at  Paris  to  devise  plans  for  the  collection  of  international 
wool  statistics.     The  conference  recommended  that  wool  statistics  be  made 
compulsory  within  each  of  the  countries.    Under  the  suggestion  offered 
dealers  and  manufacturers  would  be  required  by  law  to  report  their  holdings 
of  wool  on  certain  dates  and  the  quantity  of  wool  entering  into  consumption. 
Such  statistics  would  furnish  important  market  information  for  producers. 
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The  Department  in  cooperation  with  experiment  stations  of  New  Mexico, 
Arizona,  and  Texas,  has  just  published  a  report  of  a  survey  of  ranch  organiza- 
tion and  methods  of  livestock  production  in  the  southwest*    Among  the  important 
recommendations  made  by  the  experts  who  made  the  survey,  is  longer  leases  of 
range  lands,  with  added  stipulations  as  to  refunds  on  improvements  at  the 
expiration  of  the  lease.     They  say  this  will  have  a  tendency  to  eliminate 
speculation  and  stabilize  ranch  operations.     The  ten-year  grazing  permits 
for  public  range  land  in  the  Uational  Forests  favor  improvement  of  the  range 
and  make  some  allowance  for  improvements.    They  are  proving  advantageous  to 
many  stockmen. 


And  here's  some  sweet  news  for  the  Louisiana  cane  sugar  growers! 
Expert  analysis  of  comparative  plantings  of  the  new  P.O.J,  varieties  of  sugar 
cane  in  the  last  crop  year  confirm  the  first  year's  conclusions.     In  other 
words,  the  new  varieties  are  much  less  subject  to  damage  from  mosaic  disease 
and  are  expected  to  bring  about  the  rapid  revival  of  the  sugar  industry  in 
Louisiana, 


Not  only  that,  but  better  methods  of  clarification  of  cane  juice  have 
been  worked  out  by  Department  chemists  in  Porto  Rico.     The  improved  control 
in  the  process  of  manufacturing  raw  sugar  from  the  cane  will  benefit  Louisiana 
planters  as  much  as  those  of  Porto  Rico.     It  will  also  help  manufacturers 
and  refiners. 


Which  reminds  us  that  caffeine-containing  drinks  other  than  tea  and 
coffee  have  cut  in  on  the  tea  trade.  During  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  United 
States  imported  nearly  six  and  one-half  million  pounds  less  tea  than  the  year 
before.  As  most  of  the  tea  in  this  country  is  served  in  the  form  of  iced  tea, 
the  increased  use  of  other  drinks  at  the  soft-drink  stands  and  restaurants  is 
held  responsible.  That  just  illustrates  hovr  changes  in  food  habits  sometimes 
affect  the  demand  for  certain  products. 


Soil  specialists  urge  the  planting  of  hays  and  other  cover  crops  in 
a  rotation  to  prevent  sheet  erosion  of  the  soil.     Yihen  the  fields  are  left 
bare  or  are  constantly  cropped  to  corn  and  other  crops  which  invite  washing 
away  of  the  soil  the  best  top  soil  washes  off.     Sheet  erosion  is  a  more  ex- 
tensive thief  of  farm  lands  and  plant  food  than  gullies.     You  all  know  what 
gullies  can  do  to  a  farm.    Farmers  in  many  places  find  that  planting  willows 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  gully  and  as  far  above  as  possible,  is  proving 
effective.    Northern  farmers  are  also  beginning  to  use  terracing  to  prevent 
erosion.     Southern  farmers  have  been  doing  that  for  some  time. 
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Speaking  of  planting  hay,  however,  there  is  a  new  circular  out  on 
bacterial  wilt  and  winterkilling  of  alfalfa.     It  is  Circular  39-C,     It  points 
out  that  tlje  most  important  way  to  control  the  wilt  disease  of  alfalfa  is  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  bacteria  by  water  from  old  diseased  plants  to 
young  fields.    The  use  of  hardy  varieties  of  alfalfa  resistant  to  winter 
injury  does  not  always  prevent  wilt  damage,  but  it  may  help.    The  Circular 
tells  how. 


Another  serious  source  of  loss  to  farmers  in  this  country  is  livestock 
abortion.     That's  costing  the  country  more  than  fifty  million  dollars  a  year. 
Ten  years  ago  losses  from  tuberculosis  and  abortion  were  about  equal-     In  the 
past  ten  years,  the  losses  from  tuberculosis  have  been  cut  in  half.    During  the 
same  time,  however,  the  losses  from  abortion  have  doubled. 


There  is  another  source  of  losses  which  it  is  harder  to  estimate, 
That  is,  the  losses  due  to  hit  or  miss  farm  planning.     In  order  to  help  cut 
that  down  the  Department  has  issued  a  Farmer's  Bulletin  No.  1564-F  on  Farm 
Budgeting.    This  bulletin  tells  how  to  prepare  a  farm  crop  budget  and  points 
out  sources  of  information  on  which  to  base  plants.     The  farm  budget  should 
show  the  crops  to  be  grown,  the  livestock  to  be  kept,  and  the  estimated  pro- 
duction, receipts,  and  expenses  from  various  sources.    First,  you  put  down 
the  acreages.:of  different  crops  and  the  crop  expenses  that  seem  probable. 
Then  you  estimate  the  production  of  the  different  crops  and  how  much  will  be 
needed  for  seed,  how  much  will  be  fed  to  livestock,  and  how  much  will  be  sold. 
But  there  are  a  lot  of  things  to  take  into  consideration.    Many  farmers  will 
no  doubt  find  this  bulletin  helpful. 


Farmers  are  getting  to  be  better  business  men.     That  is  true  as  to 
planning  the  individual  farm  budget  and  also  the  marketing.    Many  folks  don't 
realise  that  there  are  now  over  12,000  farmers*  cooperative  marketing  associa- 
tions.    Several  of  those  associations  sell  fifty  million  dollars  worth  of 
farm  products  a  year  apiece,    More  than  one  hundred  of  the  farmers'  cooperatives 
sell  more  than  a  million  dollars  worth  of  farm  products. a  year,     One  of  the 
buying  associations  has  twenty-four  thousand  members  and  last  year  bought 
eight  million  dollars  worth  of  goods.    Another  bought  eleven  million  dollars 
worth. 


Not  only  is  group  and  community  marketing  improving,  but  individuals 
are  paying  more  attention  to  better  marketing  practices.     Take  the  poultry 
farmers  and  general  farmers  who  raise  chickens  as  a  side  line,  for  instance. 
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Their  interest  in  better  egg  marketing  has  caused  the  Department  to  issue 
a  new  bulletin  on  Marketing  Eggs,     It  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1378. 

i^jt  }|C  )fc  sfc  ^  ~Jf.  ~^f-  sfc  -f      sjc  .fc 

ANNOUNCEMENT :     Did  you  get  that  number?    Marketing  Eggs  in  Farmers'  Bulletin 
No.  1378.    The  circular  on  "Bacterial  Wilt  and  Winter  Injury  of  Alfalfa"  is 
Circular  39-C.     And  Farm  Budgeting  --  Farm  Budgeting  is  Farmers  Bulletin 
No.  1564-F.     Any  or  all  of  these  publications  can  be  obtained  through  this 
Station  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  is  paid  fpr  by  the  people  of  the 
country  to  serve  the  people  of  the  country.     All  it  contains  and  all  it  has 
discovered  is  there  for  you.    USE  IT, 
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